
 

 
 
 
Michael Ratner Middle East Fellowship 
Reports to:  New Internationalism/Middle East Director 
Salary range:  $48,000-$50,000 (plus benefits below) 
FTE:  Full-Time, 1 Year Contract Position 
 
About the Institute for Policy Studies (IPS) 
IPS is a progressive internationalist think tank dedicated to building a more equitable, ecologically sustainable, and peaceful 
society. In partnership with dynamic social movements, we work to turn transformative policy ideas into action. As 
Washington’s first progressive multi-issue think tank, IPS has served as a policy and research resource for visionary social 
justice movements for over five decades — from the anti-war and civil rights movements in the 1960s through the 
environmental, women’s, anti-corporate and other movements to the anti-war and global justice movements of the 21st 
century. Today the Institute’s work is organized into a set of interrelated projects, reflecting our public scholars’ diverse areas 
of expertise. We encourage collaboration at the project level in order to reach our shared vision: we believe everyone has a 
right to thrive on a planet where all communities are equitable, democratic, peaceful, and sustainable. 
 
 
About the IPS Michael Ratner Middle East Fellowship 
IPS’s Middle East Fellowship is named for people’s lawyer and former National Lawyers Guild president and long-time 
president of the Center for Constitutional Rights Michael Ratner, who passed away too early in the spring of 2016. Michael’s 
passion for Palestinian rights, for ending US wars and occupations in the Middle East, for challenging US aggression around the 
world, for imagining a new foreign policy based on internationalism instead of empire – as well as his powerful commitment 
to teaching and mentoring younger lawyers and law students – all serve as the basis for making the IPS fellowship a part of 
Michael’s legacy. 
 
The Fellowship aims to provide a one-year opportunity for an emerging public scholar, at a mid-career or earlier level, to 
spend a year working with IPS’s Middle East expert Phyllis Bennis, who directs the IPS New Internationalism Project.  The 
project work includes a broad range of public scholarship (writing, speaking, organizing, advocacy) focused on transforming 
U.S. policy regarding Palestine, wars in Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Libya and beyond, the Iran nuclear deal and sanctions, U.S. 
domination of Middle East issues in the United Nations, and, overall, supporting diplomacy over war. The project is currently 
developing a new area of work linking our issues to both immigration and Islamophobia through the rising sanctuary 
movement at the city and state level, along with work linking refugee protection work to opposing the wars that create 
refugee flows. The Ratner Fellow will join Phyllis in much of that work, while having the opportunity to integrate their existing 
work. The Fellow will also have the opportunity to participate in IPS including staff meetings, collaborations with other project 
staff, and involvement with the broader intellectual and activist life of the Institute. 
 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
Research, Writing & Analysis  

• Articles and Op-Eds for IPS-produced and outside venues aimed at broad audiences 
• Talking points, commentary, and quick-response analysis aimed at activists 
• Speech language, talking points, briefings for policymakers on request 

 
Organizing 

• Maintaining own activist ties with relevant organizations 
• Participating with project director in work with Palestinian rights, anti-war, human rights, refugee and other related 

activist and advocacy organizations; developing own connections with some of them 
• Playing a major role in new city and state campaigns linking refugee support with anti-war mobilization: organizing, 

building alliances, creating toolkit resources, maintaining website & social media presence, etc. 



 

 
Advocacy 

• With Phyllis, build and maintain relationships with policy makers at the international, federal, state/local levels 
• Work with BDS & other Palestine activists on city- or campus-based campaigns aimed at officials, local elites, and local 

media 
• Be prepared to respond to requests from policymakers for briefings, speech language, etc. 
• Help translate “outside” movement demands into “inside” strategy for policymakers 

 
Speaking 

• Hone existing speaking skills, and prepare to learn more, to reach a variety of activist (experienced and not), 
academic, community, faith-based, and other audiences 

• Be prepared to take on speaking engagements that come for the project 
 
Media 

• Be prepared to speak to progressive and mainstream print and broadcast media on relevant topics, including work to 
improve media skills 

• Work with Phyllis to prepare quick “media availability” statements responding to political developments 
• Work with IPS communications team to build up the project’s social media presence as well as its outreach to other 

media 
 

QUALIFICATIONS 
Required 

• Demonstrated commitment to IPS mission and vision 
• Demonstrated commitment to the full breadth of the New Internationalism Project’s work of opposing U.S. wars and 

occupation in the Middle East, supporting diplomacy over war, and advocating for an entirely new kind of U.S. foreign 
policy based on internationalism, human rights and international law 

• At least 3 years of experience working on relevant issues, and interest in working with Phyllis Bennis as a mentor to 
broaden that experience 

• Focus on U.S. policy and intention to be primarily based in the U.S. after the Fellowship period 
• Some experience with aspects of public scholarship – writing for a broader audience, speaking, organizing with social 

movement groups – and interest in improving and broadening those skills 
• Passion for social justice, commitment to participating in a broadly defined anti-oppression-based organization 
• Interest in and understanding of the primacy of movements in social change, and how public scholarship can support 

those movements 
 

Preferred 
• Existing connections to grassroots movement groups working on Middle East/peace issues 
• Previously published writing, research and/or media work on Middle East issues 
• Experience in social media, websites, managing supporter lists, etc. 

 
 

HOW TO APPLY 
Send a cover letter, resume/CV, and two writing samples in a single PDF file to apply@ips-dc.org with the words “Ratner Fellowship” 
in the subject line. No phone calls, please. We will review applications on a rolling basis until position is filled, so we encourage 
candidates to apply soon. 
 
IPS is strengthened by the diversity of our staff and board, and we actively welcome applications from people of color, Arabs, 
Muslims, women, LGBTQIA candidates, and candidates who hold other historically marginalized identities. To help us ensure our 
candidate pool reflects the broader world, we ask that you complete a voluntary demographic survey here: 
http://bit.ly/IPSDemoSurvey 
 
IPS values the well being of our staff. We offer generous leave, excellent employer-paid benefits for employees and their 
dependents, a 403b retirement plan, and flexible work hours. Our office is located in DuPont Circle. 
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